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SSEECCTTIIOONN  11::  FFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  OOFF  SSAATTHHYYAA  SSAAII  BBAABBAA  CCEENNTTRREESS  

 

1.0 GENERAL 

 

1.1 The Sai Movement throughout the World is made up of groups of devotees. These devotees and the 

Sathya Sai Baba Centres (hereafter called Centres) represent different stages of the process of 

spiritual evolution.  

 

1.2 In order to meet the challenges in carrying out the mission of Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba for 

spiritual evolution of devotees and service to society, devotees as a whole need to be regrouped 

according to their roles. Thus, Centres play an important role in implementing Service, Education and 

Spiritual directives laid out by Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba for the spiritual development of 

devotees and society. 

 

2.0 FORMATION OF SATHYA SAI BABA BHAJAN UNITS 

 

2.1 A  Bhajan Unit can be formed by a group of Sai devotees, who engage themselves in Spiritual, 

Educational or Service activities, provided it is under the control and supervision of a registered  

Centre of the Central Council, which shall be the Parent  Centre of the Bhajan Unit.  A Coordinator 

for the Bhajan Unit shall be appointed by the Chairman of the Parent Centre. The Coordinator shall 

be solely responsible for the operation of the Bhajan Unit and shall report to the Chairman of the 

Parent Centre on all its activities. Please refer to Section 3, Item 2.3 for further details.  

 

2.2 In exceptional circumstances, the State Coordinator may decide that a Bhajan Unit may come 

under the direct control of the State Coordinator, in which case the Bhajan Unit Coordinator shall be 

appointed by the State Coordinator, and shall report to the State Coordinator. Where financial and 

administrative reporting is concerned, the Bhajan Unit shall come under a parent centre 

recommended by the State Coordinator. 

 

2.3 The Sai devotees forming the Bhajan Unit shall register as Members of the Parent Centre.  

 

 

3.0 STATUS OF SATHYA SAI BABA BHAJAN UNITS  

 

3.1 The Sathya Sai Baba Bhajan Unit, (hereafter called Bhajan Unit) must fulfil all its principal 

 activities and shall be affiliated to a Centre nearest to its location or to any other Centre as 

 chosen by the Group or to the State Coordinator (see Appendix 1A for the Organisation Chart).  

 

3.2 It is pertinent to emphasise the tremendous benefits of being an affiliate of a Centre, as 

programmes, activities, procedures and all forms of assistance can be obtained from the Parent 

Centre.  
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4.0 PROCEDURE AND CRITERIA FOR THE UPGRADING FROM BHAJAN UNIT TO CENTRE  

 

4.1 All Bhajan Units should aspire to achieve the status of Centres especially if the Bhajan Units are 

already carrying out the three mandatory activities required of a  Centre, namely Spiritual, Service 

and Education activities.  

 

4.2 A Bhajan Unit, with at least nine (9) active members, residing in a particular locality in 

Malaysia may apply for Centre Status by undertaking all of the following mandatory 

activities: 

 

a. Spiritual  

b. Service 

c. Education  

4.3 Applications (using the format shown in Form No.  SC(CC/07/04) No. 10 Rev.0 - Yr 2006 in Volume 2) 

shall be made through the Parent Centre and the State Coordinator, for the consideration of the 

Sathya Sai Baba Central Council of Malaysia. On provisional approval, the Bhajan Unit shall 

constitute a pro-tem Committee with a Pro-tem Chairman, Pro-tem Secretary, Pro-tem Treasurer, 

and Pro-tem Service Coordinator, etc.  

 

4.4 Two (2) important elements requiring emphasis when forming the pro-tem Committee are:- 

 

a. Members of this committee should be knowledgeable and competent. They must also be 

capable of maintaining proper records and minutes of meetings and must be able to comply with 

the requirements of the Registrar of Societies with regards to the submission of reports.  

b. The Pro-tem Chairman, Pro-tem Secretary and Pro-tem Treasurer comprise the main members of 

the pro-tem committee, and they shall not be from the same family (parents, children, siblings and 

spouse).  

c. Proper monitoring of accounts and funds needs special emphasis and attention to allow the 

smooth functioning of the Bhajan Unit.  

 

 Compliance to the above requirements will prevent legal implications that could arise and 

 which may jeopardise the evolution of the Bhajan Unit. 

 

4.5 After a probationary period, the application for the formation of a Centre shall be forwarded to 

the Registrar of Societies to obtain legal branch status for the Centre. Although this is a necessary 

legal requirement, the Centre should also focus on the spiritual requirements, which should 

be given emphasis. 

 

4.6 Samples of the application form (Borang 5) and the certificate of approval (sijil kebenaran) are 

 shown in Appendix 1B and 1C respectively.  
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4.7 The Centre concerned shall not be operational as a Centre until and unless approval of its 

establishment has been obtained from the Registrar of Societies and thereafter shall be officially 

known as "Sathya Sai Baba Centre of  _______________________________ " (name of location of  

Centre). 

 

4.8 Appendix 1D shows a flow chart of the procedure for the Upgrading of Bhajan Units to Centres.  

 

4.9 The collection and administration of funds of a Centre are clearly defined in Section 13 of this 

manual.   

 

4.10 The Office Bearers of the Sathya Sai Baba Central Council of Malaysia are always available to 

devotees seeking advice with regards to the formation of Bhajan Units. All Centres and State 

Coordinators are obliged to provide the necessary support for the evolution of new Bhajan Units. 

 

4.11 However, if such groups refuse to conform to the strict guidelines laid down by Bhagavan 

Baba as reflected from the Prashanti Council in India and the Central Council of Malaysia, 

then the State Coordinator or any registered Centre should disassociate themselves from 

such groups. 

 

 

5.0 REVERSAL OF STATUS OF EXISTING CENTRES 

 

5.1 Any Sathya Sai Baba Centre which fails to conform to their avowed status may be given six (6) 

months (extension may be given if justified) to re-orientate their activities to conform as a Sathya 

Sai Baba Centre.  

 

5.2 If such a Centre fails to fulfil its obligations or fails to carry out the activities as mentioned above, it 

should voluntarily revoke its status as a Sathya Sai Baba Centre and become a Sathya Sai Baba 

Bhajan Unit. This, will in no way affect its status as a legally registered body provided the  Bhajan 

Unit continues to submit all the necessary documents annually to the Central Council and to the 

Registrar of Societies.  

 

5.3 If such voluntary revocation is not forthcoming, then the Central Council may take appropriate 

action to revoke its status.  The Bhajan Unit may choose to function under a parent Centre.  

 

5.4 Only registered Centres will be entitled to any funding of programmes that are initiated by the 

Central Council and undertaken at Centre, State or Regional Levels.  
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  SATHYA SAI BABA ORGANISATION IN MALAYSIA 

 

BHAGAVAN  

SRI SATHYA SAI BABA 

 

BHAJAN UNITS 

 

CENTRAL COUNCIL OF 

MALAYSIA 

CENTRAL COORDINATOR 

REGION 41 

 
 

PRASHANTI COUNCIL 

 

STATE COORDINATORS 

 

CENTRES 

Appendix 1A 

 

ZONAL 

CHAIRMAN 
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Appendix 1B: Page 1 
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Appendix 1B: Page 2 
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Appendix 1C 
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FLOW CHART FOR APPLICATION FOR CENTRE STATUS 
 

 
 BHAJAN UNIT COORDINATOR  
 

o TO APPLY TO THE COUNCIL SECRETARIAT FOR CENTRE STATUS VIA THE PARENT 
CENTRE CHAIRMAN AND/OR STATE COORDINATOR 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL SECRETARIAT  
 

o TO CHECK THAT THE APPLICATION IS COMPLETE.  
 

IF THE APPLICATION IS COMPLETE, TO REQUEST  BHAJAN UNIT  
o TO FORM PROTEM COMMITTEE 

o TO OPERATE BHAJAN UNIT FOR PROBATIONARY PERIOD 
o TO SUBMIT QUARTERLY REPORTS AT THE END OF THE PROBATIONARY PERIOD  

 

 

 

 

 

ACCREDITATION COMMITTEE  

 
o TO REVIEW THE QUARTERLY REPORTS AT THE END OF THE PROBATIONARY PERIOD  

o IF SATISFACTORY, APPROVE THE FORMATION OF THE CENTRE 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL SECRETARIAT  

 
o TO SUBMIT APPLICATION TO ROS  
o INFORM BHAJAN UNIT/PARENT CENTRE/STATE COORDINATOR UPON APPROVAL 
 

 

Appendix 1D 


